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Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christ! 
God is still Speaking, 

Immanuel Open and Affirming Statement: 
We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity. We welcome to our faith family people of every race, 
age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical ability and those who have 

doubts or questions. 

Thank You for taking the time to tum off your cell phone during the worship service. 

Prelude 
*Bringing in the Light of Christ 
(* denotes those who are able may stand.) 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Choir Anthem "Seek Ye First'' 

Jeff Erno 

Immanuel Choir 

Children Message Pastor Liz Wilson 

*call to Worship Mary Beth Wiechert, Liturgist 
One: For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
Many: I eagerly expect and hope that in nothing I shall be put to shame. 
One: Whether by life or by death, Christ will be magnified in my body. 
Ma·ny: For to me, to live is Christ,. and to die is gain. 
One: We continue in joy and in faith. 
Many: May our conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
One: We will stand finn in one Spirit, contending as one for the faith of the gospel. 
Many: For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

Invocation Jeff Erno 
Gracious and loving God, we give thanks for the many ways we see your abiding presence 
throughout scripture and within our own lives. You hear not only our praise, but also our 
complaints. Teach us to hear our own grumbling as a signifier to redirect our thoughts and lives 
to gratitude and generosity. In hearing our own complaints, may we look to Christ Jesus for 
examples of grace, and may we follow your Holy Spirit to offer presence to one another, as we 
walk in faith together. Amen. 

*Hymn: "Blessed Assurance" Page 2 

Words of Assurance Jeff Erno 
God hears our concerns and responds with grace and compassion, offering a guiding presence. 
Jesus calls us to celebrate grace and the gift of life, not just for ourselves, but within the lives of 
others. Know this: I n all things, the Lord hears us, sees us, and loves us just as we are. In the 
name of Jesus, we are forgiven and have everlasting life. 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus 506 
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The Congregation Prays 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns Mary Beth Wiechert, Liturgist 
Congregational Response: "Lord hear our prayers." (Response after each Prayer request) 
Silent Meditation 

Pastoral Prayer Jeff Erno 

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Mary Beth Wiechert, Liturgist 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings: 
Psalm 18:1-6 
Philippians 1:21-30 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58 

Sermon: "To Live Is Christ; To Die Is Gain" 

*Hymn: "What A Friend We Have In Jesus" 

Stewardship M.essage 
Announcements 

Mary Beth Wiechert, Liturgist 
Page 497 Old Testament 

Pages 196 & 197 New Testament 
Page 177 New Testament 

Jeff Erno 
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(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the bulletin.) 
Offering: 

Offertory 

*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.) 
PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST ... 
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST ... AMEN. 

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self Jeff Erno 
We offer these gifts, O God, in gratitude for your provision in our lives. We offer tangible gifts of 
money, where we are able, and tangible gifts of our time, our prayers, our service, and our 
witness to your abundant grace. Amen 

*Hymn: "lust As I Am" Page 5 
"'The Light of Christ goes into tne world 

*Benediction: Jeff Erno 
One: Go now in the name of the God who goes before us 
Many: We go forth in the name of Christ, whose love and grace abound within us 
One: Go seeking the Spirit to a place beyond complaint 
Many: We go forth knowing in live or death, nothing can separate us from God 
ALL: AMEN 

Please wait to exit unit after the recessional. 

Grace for fellowship hour Jeff Erno 
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*Postlude 
We scatter to serve**************************************************************** 

From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026. Copyright © 2025 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

Join together for refreshments in Fellowship 

In Worship and Service Today 
Sermon: Jeff Emo 
Liturgist: Mary Beth Wiechert 
Children's Message: Pastor Liz WIison 
Choir Director: Ken Martin 
Accompanist: Ann McKinley 
Our Tech team: Tammy & Ken Martin 

Church Officers & Staff 
Moderator: Ken Martin 
Vice Moderator: TBA 
Treasurer: Art Nagasaki 
Council Secretary: Susanne Waldrep 
Clerk: Susanne Waldrep 
Church Secretary: Sue Molczyk 
Building & Grounds Team Leader: TBA Floral Arrangements: A gift created by Amy Wilson 

Ministers: All the Immanuel Church faith community 
Sunday School: Amy Wilson, Liz Wilson, Susanne Waldrep 
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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 

The Good & the Better 

Jonathan Edwards, who is widely regarded as an important American theologian and philosopher, 
once remarked that too many Christians live like distracted travelers who stay at a hotel on their 
way to a destination but never move on to the place they are heading. His point was that we have 
such an attachment to our present lives and the pleasures we enjoy today that we can, without 
necessarily meaning to, live as if heaven does not exist. We can act like the newlyweds who sit in 
the lobby of their hotel for hours, waiting for a ride to the airport to catch their flight to their 
honeymoon, and who then refuse to get in the cab because they have had so much fun waiting 
around. 

We can be so enamored with the comforts and joys of this present life that we find it hard to 
believe that heaven will be better than the most exquisite pleasures this world has to offer. This is 
a particular danger for Christians in the Western world given the wealth that even the poorest 
among us enjoys. Material prosperity and riches, of course, are not sinful in themselves. God 
often blesses His servants with wealth. However, wealth can distract us from looking forward to 
our heavenly home if we are not careful. To help us remember the joys of heaven, we need look 
no further than to the Apostle Paul, who had no inordinate attachment to this present life. 

In today's pas.sage, we see that the Apostle knew and looked forward to the blessed hope of 
heaven. There is a tension in Paul's mind evident in this text Although he enjoyed his fellowship 
with the Philippian Christians and saw the necessity of remaining on earth to teach them more, 
his true desire was to see Jesus. Paul understood that heaven is far better than the best this 
world has to offer (Phil. 1 :23-24). He makes it clear that death is not finally a tragedy for 
believers. In fact, to die is to be in the presence of our wonderful Savior (v. 21 ). 

Here we have a contrast between the good and the better. Our lives on earth are not entirely 
fraught with peril, for "to live is Christ." But heaven is "far better." It is better to see Jesus face-to­
face than to see Him by faith on this side of heaven. 

UNITED CHURCH 
~ OF CHRIST 
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