IMMANUEL CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

1 Hovey Street  Oxford, MI 48371

www.icucc.org ¢ 248-628-1610
August 2, 2026 ¢ 11:00 am.

Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christ!
God Is Still Speaking,
Immanuel Open and Afﬂrmlng Statement:
We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity.” We welcome to our faith family people of every race,
age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical ability and those who have
doubts or questions..

Thank You for taking the time to tum off your cell phone during the worship service.

Prelude
*Bringing in the Light of Christ
(* denotes those who are able may stand.)

Ringing of the Bell

Welcome Pastor Jeff Erno
Special Music

Children Message Pastor Liz Wilson

*Call to Worship Roxanne Todd, Liturgist
One: My people are hungry
Many: There are too many to feed
One: Give them something to eat
Many: We have only five loaves and two fish,
One: You have everything you need
Many: It would take a miracle
One: With God, all things are possible.
Many: In Christ, new hope has dawned

Invocation Pastor Jeff Erno
Even when our faith falters, O Lord, we will not let you go. Even though we are battered and
bruised, O God, we will not let you go. Even when our bellies are empty, we know your
presence will satisfy us, We need your blessing, O God, and we will not let you go. Amen.

*Hymn: “"When Peace, Like a River” Page 2

Prayer of Confession:
God of mystery and power, you call us home amid our fear and doubt. When we are
hungry and weary, we yearn to be filled and revived. When our faith wavers, we long
to forsake our dever schemes and find shelter In your ways. When faced with those
in need, we dream of doing the impossible for you are with us and work through us.
Stay wlth us when we have need of you, O God, and bless us in our struggles, that we
might be a blessing for others. Amen
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Words of Assurance Pastor Jeff Emo
Awaken to the good news of God’s love. In Christ, we find strength for the Joumey and are fed
by God’s gracious hand.

The Congregation Prays
Sharing of Joys and Concerns Roxanne Todd, Liturgist
Congregational Response: “Lord hear our prayers. (Response after each Prayer request)
Silent MedHtation

Pastoral Prayer ' Pastor Jeff Emo

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Roxanne Todd, Liturgist

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it Is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings: Roxanne Todd, Liturgist
Genesis 32:22-31 Page 30 Old Testament
1 Peter 5:6-11 Page 235 New Testament
Philippians 4:4-7 Page 198 New Testament

Sermon: ~ "Wrestling With God" 7 Pastor Jeff Emo

*Hymn: “"What a Frlend We Have In Jesus Page 4

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION (Led by Pastor Liz Wilson) - . Insert

Stewardship Message

Announcements

(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the builetin.)
Offering:

Offertory “The Rainbow Connection”

*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.)
- PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW...
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW...
PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST...
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST...AMEN. N

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self " Pastor Jeff Emo
Source of Compassion, all you have given us Is yours. May our gifts bacome loaves
and fish for those who hunger. May our offerings become love and light for those who
feel lost and afraid. Help us share our abundance with those in want, that the world
may be fed and made whole again. AMEN

*Hymn: “Sweet Hour of Prayer” Page 5

*The Light of Christ goes into the world
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HOLY COMMUNION

WELCOME

We invite all who worship with us to partake of Holy Communion. As Christ welcomed all, we too
welcome all, regardiess of church membership or affiliation, regardiess of where all are in life’s
journey.

INVITATION

One: Come freely, for this table of grace is here for all. Come confidently, for this table
of love offers blessings beyond our wildest dreams. Come humbly, for this table
is set by Christ, who humbled himself to both live and die in his great love for us.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

One: Lift up your hearts!

Many: We lift them up to God!

One: Celebrate God's love!

Many: It is right to give God our thanks and praise!

One: We give thanks and praise to you, God of love and grace! We celebrate the
creative presence that called forth this glorious earth and the heavens above.

Many: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

One: Even when faced with impending death, Christ gave thanks and blessed the fruit
of your good earth, offering not only bread and wine, but the bread of life and
the wine of salvation.

Many: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with
the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

Please come forward to receive the bread and the cup. Approach in single file down the center aisle.
After all have received the elements, we will partake together.

Let us partake of the bread. Let us partake of the cup.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

One: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, that we might be disciples of your love and grace. Pour out
your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that your life and love might flow through us.

ALL: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your love; we are
strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into this worid to live your way and
share your joy. We are now called to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have
been forgiven, love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen.















