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Welcome to wonblp at Immanuel United Church of Christ! 
· Goel Is Still Speaking, 

Immanuel Open and ~rmlng Statement: 
we welcome and affinn all people In celebrating diversity. w We welcome to our faith family ~le of every race, 
age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical ability and those who have 

doubts or questions. 

Thank You for taking the time to tum off your cell phone during the worship .. rvlce. 

Prelude 
*Bringing In the Light of Quist • 
(* denotes those who are able may stand.) 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Special Music 

Children Message 

*call to Worship 
One: My people are hungry 
Many: There are too many to feed 
One: Give them something to eat 
Many: We have only five loaves and two fish. 
One: You have everything you need 
Many: It would take a miracle 
One: With God, all things are possible. 
Many: In Christ, new hope has dawned 

Pastor Jeff Erno 

Pastor Liz Wilson 

Roxanne Todd, Liturgist 

Invocation Pastor Jeff Emo 
Even when our faith falters, 0 Lord, we will not let you go. Even though we are battered and 
bruised, O God, we will not let you go. Even when our bellies are empty, we know your 
presence will satisfy us. We need your blessing, 0 God, and we will not let you go. Amen. 

*Hymn: "When Peace, Like a River" Page 2 

Prayer of Confession: 
God of mystery and power, you call us home amid our fear and doubt. When we are 
hungry and weary, we yeam to be filled and revived. When our faith wavers, we long 
to forsake our dever schemes and find sheltar In your wayc. When faaKI with those 
In need, we dream of doing the Impossible for you are with us· and work through us. 
Stay with us when we have need of you, 0 God, and bless us in our struggles, that we 
might be a blessing for others. Amen • 
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Words of Assurance Pastor Jeff Emo 
Awaken to the good news of God's love. In Christ, we find strength for the journey and are fed 
by God's gracious hand. 

The Congregation· Prays 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns . Roxanne Todd, Liturgist 
Congregational Response: "Lord hear _our prayers.• (Response after each Prayer request) 
Silent Med.ttation 

Pastoral Prayer .. Pastor Jeff Emo 

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Roxanne Todd, Liturgist 
Our Father who art In heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy wlll 
be done on earth as It Is In heaven. Give us this day our dally bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not Into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine Is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. • 

Scripture Readings: 
Genesis 32:22-31 
1 Peter 5:6-11 
_Philippians 4:4-7 

Sermon: "Wrestling With God" 

*Hymn: "What a Friend We Have In Jesus• 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION (Led by Pastor Liz WIison) 

Stewardship Message 
Announcements 

(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the bulletin.) 
Offering: 

Offertory "The Rainbow Connection" 

*Doxology: (The tune Is found on page·356 of your red hymnal.-) 
PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM Alt ·I.ILIESSJNGS FLOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST ... 
CREATOR,. CHRIST AND HOLYGHOST .. .AMEN. 

Roxanne Todd, Liturgist 
Page 30 Old Testament 

Page 235 New Testament 
Page 198 New Testament 

Pastor Jeff Erno 
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Insert 

Prayer -0f Dec:lication of Gifts and Self • Pastor Jeff Emo 
Source of Compassion, all you have given us Is yours. May our gifts become loaves 
and fish for those who hunger. May our offerings become love and light for those who 
feel lost and afraid. Help us share our abundance with those In want, that the world 
may be fed and made whole again. AMEN 

*Hymn: "Sweet Hour of Prayer""' Page 5 
ll<The Light of Christ goes into the wortd 



What a Friend-We Have in Jesus 506 
JOMpl,.~ JaJj;oh; 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

WELCOME 
We invite all who worship with us to partake of Holy Communion. As Christ we!comed all, we too 
welcome all, regardless of church membership or affiliation, regardless of where all are in life's 
journey. 

INVITATION 
One: Come freely, for this table of grace is here for all. Come confidently, for this table 

of love offers blessings beyond our wildest dreams. Come humbly, for this table 
is set by Christ, who humbled himself to both live and die in his great love for us. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
One: Lift up your hearts! 
Many: We lift them up to God! 
One: Celebrate God's love! 
Many: It is right to give God our thanks and praise! 
One: We give thanks and praise to you, God of love and grace! We celebrate the 

creative presence that called forth this glorious earth and the heavens above. 
Many: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

One: Even when faced with impending-death, Christ gave thanks and bless~d-the fruit 
of your good earth, offering not only bread and wine, but the bread of life and 
the wine of salvation. 

Many: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
"This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And he did the same with 
the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
Please come forward to receive the bread and the cup. Approach in single file down the center aisle. 
After all have received the elements, we will partake together. 
Let us partake of the bread. Let us partake of the cup. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
One: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, that we might be disciples of your love and grace. Pour out 

your Holy Spirit on these gifts e,f bread and wine, that your life and love might flow through us. 
ALL: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your love; we are 

strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into this world to live your way and 
share your joy. We are now called to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have 
been forgiven, love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen. 



• Sweet ~our of Prayer 
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*Benediction: Pastor Jeff Erno 
One: Go with the One who brings us through the wilderness intn a land flowing with milk and 

honey • 
Many: We go with .the bl--.ngs of God, who greets us. face to. face. 
One: Go with the One -who heals.our wounds and rMkes us-whole. • • • • 
Many: We go with the blessings of God, who ~ us_ In the power of the· Holy 

~~ -· 

ALL:AMEN 

Please wait to exit unit after .the recmilonal. --

Grace for fellowship hour Pastor. Jeff Emo 

*Postlude 
We scatter to serve*************.**************************~************************ 

From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026. Copyright C 2025 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

Join ... ether for refreshments ln-~lowshlp 

In Worship and Seryice Today 
Sermon: Pastor Jeff Erno 
Ublrglst: Roxanne Todd 
Children'• M1111■ge: Pastor Liz Wilson 
Choir Director: Ken Martin 
Accompanist: Ann McKinley 
Our Tech team: Tammy & Ken Martin 

ChurdJ Offlcers I, $tiff 
Moderator: Ken Martin 
Vice Moderator: TBA 
Treasure-: Art Nagasaki 
Council Seaetary: SUsanne Waldrep 
Clerk: SUsanne Waldrep 
Olurch Secretary: SUe Molczyk 
Bullcllng & Grounds Team Leader: TBA Floral Amlngements: A gift created by Amy WIison 

Ministers: All the Immanuel Church faith community 
Sunday School: Amy Wilson, Liz Wilson, SUsanne Waldrep 

Page 6 \ 



Calendar at a Glance 
Weekly Events 
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & 
Fellowship 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal every 
Tuesday 
5:00 p.m. Wednesday Free Meals 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Choir practice 

(restart in Sept.) 
6:00 p.m. Thursday Prayer Meeting 
4:00 p.m. Mondays "True Colorzn 

LGBTQ+ Support Group 

Monday, August 3 
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 
Sunday, August 16 
Scriptures at Scripter Park 
Service, Baptism, and potluck picnic 
(bring a dish to pass & your chair) 
Sunday, September 20 
1:00 p.m. Historical Marker Dedication 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
for the month of August 
Birthday 

- August 2: Joe Tubbs 
August 9: Liz Wilson 
August 11: Marsha Chapman 
August 22: Sarah Apigian 
August 25: Jim Makedonsky 

Anniversaries 
August 7: J_ulianne & Terry Sutton 
August 15: Holly & Mike Graves 
August 25: Janet & Doug Caporale 

• Please be sure to visit Immanuel's website at www.icucc.org 

• Please join us for Sunday Service via Virtual Worship. Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordimmanuelucc You do not have to join facebook, it will 
ask if you want to join. If not click no and it will still get you to the service. 

• Treasurer's Note: Our offerings for July 19 was $1,660 and July 26 TBA. We need to collect $1,675 
each week to fund our approved budget. Remember to honor your pledge commitments and 
tithes, especially when you miss any Sundays! Art Nagasaki, Treasurer 

• REMINDER to bring in flexible plastic Kroger packaging for recycling. Call Peggy with questions. The 
sock program has been discontinued. 

• Please continue to collect and donate your pop can tabs. There's a container in Fellowship Hall. Pop 
can tabs help support the Ronald McDonald Houses where parents can stay when their child is 
hospitalized. Tammy will be sending our donation later in May to the Ronald McDonald House in Ann 
Arbor. 

• Knitters, crocheters and crafters: If you need yarn for projects, we have a wide variety of colors and 
types in our craft room downstairs. Just let Tammy or Ken know 

• Please remember to sign the black attendance book at the end of each pew. 

• Our annual "Scripture at Scripter" summer picnic is coming up in August. We will be having a 
baptismal service after the picnic. If you are interested in being baptized or re-professing your faith 
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, please speak to Pastor Jeff. 



TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 2, 2026 Matthew 14: 13-21 

Face to Face 

Carrie Breck had her hands full tending to five children while making meals, 
washing launchy, and knitting socks for those many little feet And yet the young 
homemaker, born in 1855, found the time to write poetry- lyrical words inspired 
by her praises to God that were always on the tip of her tongue. 

It is said that many times she wondered, while busily doing chores, what it would 
be like to see Christ So, with the words from 1 Corin~ 13 on her heart that 
spoke of seeing through a dark~ now but then seeing the heavenly promise 
clearly- face to face - she began writing. 

Her poem would later become the beloved hymn, "Face to Face with Christ My 
Savior," which was first sung in 1899. 

Only faintly now I see him I With the darkened veil between I But a blessed day is 
coming I When his glory shall be seen. 

Five thousand people once had a blessed day that came to them unexpectedly. 
They gathered on the mountainside hungering to hear Jesus' beautiful words of 
life - and found themselves soon hungering for something to silent their 
growling bellies. 

Jesus' friends were quick to suggest sending them away to get their dinners in the 
surrounding villages. Jesus wouldn't have that. He told his friends to give the 
crowd something to eat. I could only imagine the shock on their faces as they just 
didn't know how they would feed such masses. 

When told there was nothing but five loaves of bread and two fish on hand, Jesus 
had them bring the measly offering to him. It was then he blessed and broke the 
loaves and had the food distributed. Everyone had their fill and still there was 
enough leftover bread to overflow 12 baskets. 

There will be a day when we will all come face to face with Christ our Savior. 
A day when all his glory shall be seen. But until then, we need to keep alert to the 
glimpses of glory that shine now in the dark We need to train our eyes to see the 
God moments. We need to actively seek those God moments, for they are every­
where. Miracles still abound There is always a measly loaf of bread in our lives 
waiting to bl~ break and share. 

Dazzling God, we know that while now we see dimly in a mirror, we will come 
face to face with You and all Your glory. Help us this day to live into the God 
moments, expecting miracles where they are least expected. May we go about our 
busy lives always with Your promise of provision in our hearts. In Jesus' name, we 
pray.Amen. 

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for 
the United Church of Christ and author of today's Sunday BuJJetin.) Q UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST . 
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