IMMANUEL CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

1 Hovey Street ® Oxford, MI 48371

www.lcucc.org @ 248-628-1610
July 26, 2026 e 11:00 a.m.

Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christ!
God is Still Speaking,
Immanuel Open and Affirming Statement:
We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity. We welcome to our faith family people of every race,
age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical ability and those who have
doubts or questions.

Thank You for taking the time to turn off your cell phone during the worship service.

Prelude
*Bringing in the Light of Christ
(* denotes those who are able may stand.)

Ringing of the Bell

Welcome Jeff Erno
Special Music

Children Message Pastor Liz Wilson
*Call to Worship Marsha Chapman, Liturgist

One: Give thanks to God, for God is good

Many: God's goodness and mercy are sure

One: Sing to the Spirit, for the Spirit is here

Many: The Spirit knows the ache for connection deep within us
One: Praise Christ Jesus, who loves us

Many: With a love that is boundless and true

One: Give thanks to God, and sing God's praise

Many: As we worship together this day.

Invocation Jeff Erno
Loving God, thank you for calling us to worship today. Thank you for sending your Spirit to speak
to and for our spirits, strengthening our weary souls, and empowering us to live and serve. Send

your Spirit into our worship today, that we may fully sense your presence and embrace your
mysterious wisdom. In your holy name, we pray. Amen

*Hymn: “There Is A Name I Love to Hear” Page 2

Words of Assurance Jeff Erno
My friends, these words are faithful and true, even when we aren't really sure. Nothing,
absolutely nothing in all of creation, in all of our histories, in all of our actions, and in all of our
world, can separate us from God's love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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There Is a Name I Love to Hear
(O How I Love Jesus)
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The Congregation Prays ot
Sharing of Joys and Concerns Janet Caporale, Liturgist
Congregational Response: “Lord hear our prayers.” (Response after each Prayer request)

Silent Meditation
Pastoral Prayer Jeff Erno

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Marsha Chapman, Liturgist
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings: Marsha Chapman, Liturgist
Psalm 103:8-18 Page 554 Old Testament
Romans 8:35-39 Page 158 New Testament
John 10:27-28 Page 104 New Testament
Sermon: “Nothing Can Separate Us from God’s Love” Jeff Erno
*Hymn: "0 Love That Will Not Let Me Go” Page 4
Stewardship Message
Announcements
(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the bulletin.)
Offering:
Offertory

*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.)
PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW...
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW...

PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST...
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST...AMEN.

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self Jeff Erno
Miraculous God, bless these gifts with your miraculous love. Bless our offerings with the mystery
of an abundance that expands and grows, so that all may know the truth of your love, a love
that cannot be stopped no matter what. Bless us to bring forth your miraculous love in all that
we say and do. Amen.

*Hymn: “God'’s Eye Is On the Sparrow” Insert front & back
*The Light of Christ goes into the world
*Benediction: Jeff Erno

One: Beloved ones, go now to love

Many: We will grow God's realm

One: Beloved of God, go to proclaim Christ’s grace

Many: We will be vessels of mercy

One: Beloved siblings in the Spirit, know that nothing can separate you from God’s love
Many: May the Holy Spirit help us to love others as God first loved us.

ALL: AMEN
Page 3



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

Giearge Mathesow, 1832 afr
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COMFORT AND ASSURANCE

475

Matr. 10:26-30; Luke 12:4-7

God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow

Civilla D. Martin, ¢. 1905; alL.
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Civilla Martin, a native of Nova Scotia, assisted her husband in his
evangelistic campaigns. Charles Gabriel was editor for Rodeheaver
Publishing Company, Chicago, and one of the most popular gospel
songwriters of the early 1900s.
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COMFORT AND ASSURANCE
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Please wait to exit unit after the recessional.
Grace for fellowship hour Jeff Erno

*Postlude
We scatter tO Serve**-*-****Jk**********************Jk********************************:k

From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026. Copyright © 2025 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

Join together for refreshments in Fellowship

In ip an ice T Lhurch Officers & Staff

Sermon: Jeff Erno Moderator: Ken Martin

Liturgist: Marsha Chapman & Janet Caporale Vice Moderator: TBA

Children’s Message: Pastor Liz Wilson Treasurer: Art Nagasaki

Choir Director: Ken Martin Council Secretary: Susanne Waldrep
Accompanist: Ann McKinley Clerk: Susanne Waldrep

Our Tech team: Tammy & Ken Martin Church Secretary: Sue Molczyk

Floral Arrangements: A gift created by Amy Wilson Building & Grounds Team Leader: TBA
Ministers: All the Immanuel Church faith community

Sunday School: Amy Wilson, Liz Wilson, Susanne Waldrep
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Calendar at a Glance

Weekly Events

11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship &
Fellowship

5:30 p.m. Community Meal every
Tuesday

5:00 p.m. Wednesday Free Meals
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Choir practice
(last practice until Sept.)
6:00 p.m. Thursday Prayer Meeting
4:00 p.m. Mondays "True Colorz”
LGBTQ+ Support Group

Sunday, August 3
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Sunday, Augqust 16
Scriptures at Scripter Park

Birthdays and Anniversaries
for the month of July:

Birthdays

July 3: Connie Habermehl
July 3: Justin Willcock

July 7: Garrett Wilson

July 15: Aaron Douglas

July 19: Terry Sutton

July 29: Mary Beth Wiechert
July 30: Art Nagasaki

Service, Baptism, and potluck picnic (bring a dish to pass & your chair)

Please be sure to visit Immanuel’s website at www.icucc.org
Please join us for Sunday Service via Virtual Worship. Go to:

https://www.facebook.com/oxfordimmanuelucc You do not have to join facebook, it

will ask if you want to join. If not click no and it will still get you to the service.

Treasurer’s Note: Our offerings for July 12 was $935 and July 19 TBA. We need to collect
$1,675 each week to fund our approved budget. Remember to honor your pledge
commitments and tithes, especially when you miss any Sundays! Art Nagasaki, Treasurer

REMINDER to bring in flexible plastic Kroger packaging for recycling. Call Peggy with questions.
The sock program has been discontinued.

Please continue to collect and donate your pop can tabs. There’s a container in Fellowship Hall.
Pop can tabs help support the Ronald McDonald Houses where parents can stay when their child
is hospitalized. Tammy will be sending our donation later in May to the Ronald McDonald House
in Ann Arbor.

Knitters, crocheters and crafters: If you need yarn for projects, we have a wide variety of colors
and types in our craft room downstairs. Just let Tammy or Ken know

“What Is the Bible?” book study, Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in church lounge, every Sunday
through July 19.

Please remember to sign the black attendance book at the end of each pew.

Our annual “Scripture at Scripter” summer picnic is coming up in August. We will be having a
baptismal service after the picnic. If you are interested in being baptized or re-professing your
faith through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, please speak to Pastor Jeff.
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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 26, 2026 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Weaving the Future

I have been on a quest to understand better the days of old by learning how to
master 18th-century living skills long forgotten. My most recent adventure was a
class on how to grow flax, spin it into thread, and then weave it into cloth.

It was there at the loom that I found my weaving became a prayerful act, and with
each pass of the shuttle, I thought of the series of “The Kingdom of God is like” para-
bles that Jesus shared so along ago.

The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed — the smallest of seeds that grows so
great it becomes a haven where birds make their nests among the branches. The
Kingdom of God is like yeast that rises into a pillowy loaf of warm bread.

The Kingdom of God is like ...

I mused that if Jesus was at the loom with me, he would begin teaching how the
Kingdom of God is like a weaver creating a tapestry with various colors of threads.

The effectiveness of Jesus’ many teachings have always been that he was able to take
what was right in front of him and make it a teachable God moment. It was a gift
that made God’s Kingdom more accessible to others. There was no secret hand-
shake or password to gain entry. Rather, the Kingdom was and is all around in ways
we are often blind to.

Take a look where you are right now. What is a Kingdom of God parable Jesus
would speak of?

Chances are you are sitting in a pew, and you think there is no sign of the Kingdom.
Look again.

Could it be that the Kingdom of God is like the threadbare cushion you might sitting
on? Its patted down stuffing testifying to the generational stories of faith that need
to be heard and the ones that still need to be told. Or perhaps the Kingdom of God
is like a cracked vase that is holding the flowers on the chancel. Once shattered but
not discarded. Rather, lovingly restored by hands who still saw its beauty and worth.

The Kingdom of God is like...
It's now your turn to see with eyes of faith and make a new parable for today.

Story-telling God, may our voice speak of the parables still needing to be told.
May everything we see and savor, touch and taste, remind us of the goodness of
Your kingdom that is here on Earth all around us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for U NITE D CH URCH
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) OF CHRIST
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